Rotary Club Business and Member News
September 2, 2009
Opening:

Pledge:  President Rich
Prayer:  Ron
Song:  Joe led us in “America the Beautiful”
Visiting Rotarians and Guests:

Carl Wathne; Salem, MA; visiting Rotarian
Bob Lapointe; Sun Lake, AZ; visiting Rotarian

Karol Zembrosky; guest of George R.
Announcements:

Pres. Rich:  Club meeting will be at the Three Chimneys Inn next week, September 9, and move to the Elliot Alumni Center on September 16;
Sign-up sheets for scribe, prayer and committee assignments are being circulated.

Happy Bucks:

Joe:  Welcome back to Coach McDonnell
Dave:  Welcome back to the UNH students

Candace:  Late buck

Bob W.:  Another beautiful day

Program:

Sean McDonnell, UNH Football Coach
At the start of this season there are lots of questions about the Wildcats’ offensive line, mostly because of the young and untested players.  The team has been practicing since the beginning of August and is anxious to begin the regular season.  For the first time in a couple of years the defensive line should be pretty strong.  A local player from Rochester High School should be a key to the defensive line.  UNH is able to recruit and sign the smaller players and has to develop them – help them to grow in strength, size and experience.  This year there are twenty-one freshman from many areas of the country including Colorado, Florida and many places up and down the east coast.  The Wildcat’s recruiting efforts are greatly advantaged by the fact that Durham is a good looking, attractive town.  That is in large part due to the good work done by the town and local businesses.  
UNH will play Dartmouth again this year but it is not clear how many more times they will play each other.  UNH has won 15 straight times and it is becoming harder for the two teams to justify playing each other in spite of the tradition and interest in the rivalry.  St. Francis, a tough opponent from the Pittsburg, PA area, is this week’s opponent in the home opener.  Ball State will be next week’s opponent.  
Players, in particular the upper classmen, live in town and have been good citizens – that is important to the university, the athletic department, and the football team.  If anyone has concerns they are encouraged to call any of the football coaches to discuss.  The football team is justifiably proud of its 92% graduation rate, the second highest in the league and better than the university as a whole.  The coaches, advisers and other members of the athletics staff work hard to emphasize the “athlete” in the student-athlete.
No longer do the team scouts travel to other games to watch their future opponents play.  Instead the teams all exchange their games films through an internet application called “DragonFly.”   Each week all the game tapes available through the DragonFly file server to each of the teams.  The Wildcat coaches take the tapes of their opponents’ games and create computer databases that show who, where, and how they line up and execute under various circumstances game circumstances.  By that means the team has a much better idea of what to expect from an opponent and an opportunity to develop and deploy counter-strategies.  

UNH is ranked number one in the league at the start of the season but that is because of what they did last year.  This is a new year and the team will have to work hard to prove itself worthy.  Other teams that will be good in the league include Villanova and Richmond.  JMU and Delaware also will be good. Mass is always good and ME is on its way back toward the top.  The key to success for any of the teams will be getting good quarterback play week after week throughout the season.
Coach McDonnell thanked the club for the opportunity to talk about the Wildcat football team – for him this annual event marks the real start of the football season.

Weekly Raffle:

Deb’s ticket was pulled from the bucket but she missed the Six of Clubs; the pot rolls over.
Upcoming Programs:

Sept 9, Dr. Richard Weyrick; Oyster River Watershed Association
Quote of the Day:

Errors and mistakes are a necessary ingredient in the learning process, once they happen they should be quickly forgotten.  Vince Lombardi.
Respectfully Submitted, Your Scribe: Ron
