Rotary Club Business and Member News
June 9, 2010
Opening:

Pledge:
Pres. Rich
Prayer:
Ron – Poem and Prayer for Flag Day
Song:

Joe – This Land is Your Land
Visiting Rotarians and Guests:

Rotarian Laurie Savoy from the Hampton Club
Ron Lemieux (former member of the Rotary Club of D-GB)

John Wheeler (also former member of the Rotary Club of D-GB)

Announcements:

Pres Rich -- 
Upcoming Program Notes:

Roadside Clean up is Saturday, June 12 starting at 8 AM.
July 4th Fireworks Fundraiser sign-up sheet is circulating
Club Board Mtg will be on Monday June 14, at Mariner Realty
Bill D – Camp Sunshine work trip – Thursday June 17 – there will be tree cutting.
Warren – Six seats in the NH House of Representatives are available in the area and only three candidates have filed – Friday is last day to register.

John B – Fireworks permits are all set.

John B – Gary Armitage called to say the old portable dance floor for the New England Center is available to anyone who might want it.

Dick B. – Club tent is broken – Dave L. has the parts and is working to fix it.

John R. – Club forum on March 3 focus will be on fundraising; Durham Market $1,000 Shopping Spree tickets will be available for sale in two to three weeks; Fourth of July Fireworks Planning is underway – volunteers are needed to help make the event successful
Happy Bucks:

Laurie Savoy – received Paul Harris award earlier in the week
John Wheeler – glad to be back in NH

Bill D – received call to accompany a veteran on one-day trip to DC

Henry – pleased to be surviving the controversy
Bob W. – happy to be alive
Bob M. – celebrating anniversary

John R. – enjoyed hosting the GSE team dinner

Amos – accompanying spouse to high school reunion

Program:

Dr. Marybeth Mattingly, Research Assistant Professor and Director of Research on Vulnerable Children, The Carsey Institute at the University of New Hampshire.  Dr. Mattingly addressed the club on child poverty, nationally and in New Hampshire.  Research shows very clearly that income inequality has grown substantially and is continuing to grow all across the United States.
NH has lower rates of both poverty and child poverty than the United States in general.  Even so, over 21% of NH children are either low income or in poverty.  Nine percent are in poverty – this number climbs to 25%, however, in the more urban locale of Manchester.  Coos and Strafford are the counties with the highest rates of poverty.

In 2007, NH had the lowest rate of child poverty of any state in the union.  That is attributed to the general affluence of the state’s population and the high percentage of college graduates.  There are four public policies that appear to be most effective at lowering poverty levels:  (1) Encourage work and make it pay; (2) Support the working family (e.g., affordable child care); (3) Invest in educating the poor; and (4) Provide a safety net to help prevent the slide into deep poverty.
Dr. Mattingly is available and would be happy to answer questions and respond to inquiries at beth.mattingly@unh.edu.

Weekly Raffle:

Bob W’s ticket was pulled.  He drew the Nine of Spades – Too Bad!! – the pot carries over to next week.
Upcoming Programs:

June 16:  Club Forum
Respectfully Submitted, Your Scribe: Ron
