Rotary Club Business and Member News
August 25, 2010
Opening:

Pledge:
Brian
Prayer:
Ron – “Prayer to Play Fair in the Game of Life” by Knute Rockne
Song:

Joe – God Bless America
Visiting Rotarians and Guests:

Joseph Burke, guest of Brian, his father
Announcements:

Pres Jud -- Dick Burkholder is doing better although still in the hospital.  Many, many sincere thanks to Janet Wall, our heroine of the week, for being there when Dick needed her most.
Bill D – Fundraising Raffle for a Lobster – 13 Tickets; Friday, September 24 – Dinner for 8 at Bill’s house on the ocean in Rye.  Thirteen tickets distributed to each member at the meeting.  Drawing is Wednesday, September 15.
Pres Jud – District 7780 is still looking for medical personnel to participate in Group Study Exchange with a District in India
John B – Mohairmet Elementary School is looking for help to spread bark mulch.  Work crew will meet at 8 am on Monday, August 30.  Parking is at the Lee Congregational Church on Town Hall Road.

Ron R --  Attended District intro to Youth Protection Training.  Club is required to adopt a policy, appoint a Club Protection Officer, have members who with youth trained by District, and file an annual certification of compliance.  Trainings available on September 14 and 16 – Ron will attend on the 16th at the York County Community College.  Anyone interested in serving a Club Protection Officer or Assistant Club Protection Officer, please see Jud, Mark or Ron.
Pres Jud – Pass the hat to collect a gratuity for Lisa, our server who is leaving to attend graduate school
Happy Bucks:

Janet – put some info about veteran’s affairs into the newsletter, in particular 

Rich – 32nd wedding anniversary
Brian – Glad to have his son in attendance
Ron – Triple Eagle Court of Honor to be held by Troop 154, Durham, on Saturday
Kate -- Football fan – go ‘Cats
Warren – Week in Acadia with family

Candace – Late buck

Henry – Many thanks to Chuck Cressy for all he does for Rotary
Program:

Sean McDonnell, UNH Head Football Coach.  Final scrimmage scheduled for today – the turf will be wet.  At 6:45 am, Coach McDonnell decided to cancel the scrimmage because of the weather and in order to give everyone an opportunity to do their best.  Will reschedule the scrimmage for tomorrow morning.
Quarterback for this year will be R.J. Tolman.  He had an excellent sophomore year and won 10 games last year.  Kevin Decker is backup waiting in the wing.  The team began practicing on August 9, they’ve had 20 practices already.  Many players stay in Durham all summer to work out and train.

There have been many conference changes – UNH won’t play against Delaware this year.  Hofstra and another school dropped out.  As a result here will be lots of travel – JMU and Villanova.  They fly commercial airlines; Coach McDonnell is always proud of how the team comports itself.  Non-league games coming up this year:  Central Connecticut State and Leigh University.  The team is also playing the University of Pittsburg, a D-I school with a history of remarkable successes.  Best team the Wildcats have ever played.  The game will be played in Heinz Field – a professional football field and stadium.  Later in the season UNH will play UMass at Gillette Stadium.  Tickets are $20 a piece for what promises to be a great show and a great opportunity to showcase New England football.
This year will be extremely challenging for the Wildcats.  They will have to work hard to achieve their goals:  winning the CAA and the national title.  The team continues to do very well in academics:  13 on all-conference academic team.  Graduation rate is above 90%.  The athletic department and the university are justly very proud of their record in that regard.
The program gets great support from the university and from the students.  And that’s a very big help for the team; the members love to see the fans having fun in the stands.  Lots of plans for improving Cowell Stadium – working hard to find the support needed to get the job done.  The UNH Foundation has set it as a high priority.  For now it is a great field surface and the stadium is home.

Weekly Raffle:

Guest Joseph Burke’s ticket was pulled.  He drew the two of Hearts – Too Bad!!  The pot carries over to next week.
Upcoming Programs:

Next Week:  Scott Valcourt, UNH Information Technology, and Principal Investigator on the recently awarded $66 million grant to expand broadband communication access throughout New Hampshire.
Respectfully Submitted, Your Scribe: Ron
